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Changing Conditions
An exhibition by + about Snghetta

Opening lecture: 9th November 2022, 6 p.m., Kunsthaus Graz, entrance via HDA
with Kjetil Traadal Thorsen, Founding Partner Snghetta

Exhibition opening: 9th November 2022, 7 p.m., HDA, MariahilferstraRe 2, 8020 Graz
Exhibition: 10th November 2022 — 5th February 2023
Podium discussion: 19th January 2023, 6:30 p.m., Graz University of Technology,

Kronesgasse 5, 1. floor, 8010 Graz

Traelvikosen, Norwegian Scenic Routes, Photo: Ivar Kvaal © Snghetta

Ever since its foundation, Norwegian practice Snghetta has been proving that architecture can
make a significant contribution to the fields of social and ecological sustainability. The wide range
of current challenges is reflected in the many buildings and projects developed by Snghetta that
make up its diverse oeuvre.

The exhibition “Changing Conditions” uses individual projects to outline Snghetta’s approach to
design and the story of its development. The selected projects show the diversity in their work,
which can be found in urban agglomerations all over the world as well as in the Norwegian and
alpine landscape. The exhibition traces the changing framework conditions in the respective pe-
riod in which the buildings were created.
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Very different scales are presented — from object and product design to architecture and urbanism
— which prove that high quality architecture and issues of sustainability do not represent a contra-
diction but that precisely this combination makes the projects effective in their design. In addition

to realized buildings, projects currently in the planning stage can also be seen in the form of mod-

els, plans, drawings, visualizations, material samples and videos.

The team’s transdisciplinary, holistic approach often results in surprising design responses to eco-
logical and topographical conditions, social issues, and cultural or economic considerations. The
creative processes in the practice are shaped by the Norwegian landscape, connection with art and
culture as well as the simultaneous exploration of traditional craftsmanship in combination with
state-of-the-art digital technology. Collaboration between different disciplines plays a central role
here and is described by the architects themselves as one of the key driving forces for the practice.
The team includes employees from the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, interior archi-
tecture, product design, graphic design, digital design and art.

In addition to its headquarters in Oslo, the practice has offices in Paris, Innsbruck, New York, Hong
Kong, Adelaide and San Francisco. Snghetta also has biographical roots in Graz with founding part-
ner Kjetil Traedal Thorsen completing his architecture degree at Graz University of Technology.

The exhibition includes the following projects: the timber building for ASI Reisen in Natters near
Innsbruck; the Powerhouse Telemark in Norway as an example of the powerhouse projects that
produce more energy than they consume in their life cycle; the Tungestglen mountain cabins in
Norway; the naturally ventilated multi-storey building Gullhaug Torg in Oslo; the design for an ex-
tension to the University of Klagenfurt; the conversion of a former tobacco factory in Verona; the
new Zumtobel light forum in an old factory building in Dornbirn, the mixed orchard in Wattens; the
underwater restaurant Under in Norway that also functions as an artificial reef; the master plan for
the Budapest South Gate area as well as products made of recycled materials, such as the S-1500
chair and glass tiles made from the glass of microwave doors, or acoustic panels made from myce-
lium.

With this exhibition, Snghetta invites all visitors to immerse themselves in the office, the workshop
and the “Snghetta universe” to discover the connections between the people, the processes and
the projects.

OPENING

Opening lecture
9th November 2022, 6 p.m., Space04/Kunsthaus Graz, entrance via HDA
A talk about the work of Snghetta by Kjetil Traedal Thorsen, Founding Partner Snghetta

Exhibition opening
9th November 2022, 7 p.m., HDA — House of Architecture, MariahilferstraRe 2, 8020 Graz

Speakers:

Beate Engelhorn, Director HDA — House of Architecture, Graz
Susan Eckey, Norwegian Ambassador to Austria

Judith Schwentner, Vice Mayor of the City of Graz
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ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME

Podium discussion “Changing Conditions“
19th January 2023, 6:30 p.m., Graz University of Technology, Kronesgasse 5, 8010 Graz, 1. Floor
in cooperation with Faculty of Architecture, Graz University of Technology

with:

Nicole Lam, LAM ARCHITEKTUR STUDIO, Graz

Alexander Passer, Endowed Chair of Sustainable Building, Graz University of Technology
Petra Petersson, Dean Faculty of Architecture, Graz University of Technology

Kjetil Traedal Thorsen, Snghetta

According to the World Resources Institute the energy sector and the building industry account for
over 40 % of global industry’s heat-trapping emissions. Architects, landscape architects, urban de-

signers and designers are challenged to think how to build and design responsibly. But how can we
create high quality spaces for people whilst also reducing our environmental footprint? The panel-
lists will discuss the tension between requirements for sustainable projects and climate protection
and high-quality architecture and design.

FREE GUIDED TOURS

Free guided tours of the exhibition are offered each weekend, at 3 p.m. on Saturdays and 11 a.m.
on Sundays. Registration is not required.

For further information, please visit the HDA website:
https://hda-graz.at/en/programme/changing-conditions/

Press images are available at the following link:
https://hda-graz.at/en/press-area-hda/changing-conditions/

Press contact:
Yvonne Bormes
+43 316 323500-16
presse@hda-graz.at

HDA — House of Architecture

MariahilferstraRe 2
8020 Graz, Austria
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