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PRESSETEXT

Series of events on the theme of “place”

For 2004/2005, the Haus der Architektur is planning a series of events on the theme of “place”- specifically that dimension of planning work that reacts to local conditions, typologically, functionally, formally, materially and socially, with the aim of promoting the sustainable development of a region, i.e. architectural promotion of the development of humane and comfortable living conditions in a clear and self-determined region, be it urban agglomeration or rural district, independent of global influences.
This objective is currently the focus of topical international architectural discussion and should therefore also generate some attention for the programme, developed in collaboration with Dr. Matthias Boeckl (editor in chief of “architektur aktuell”).

Principles
One of the many effects of the globalisation debate is the search for “best practices” for maintaining regional self-determination, above all in the cultural realm, which is essentially co-determined and expressed by building activities in a region. In the successful examples, be it the intact culture of specific rural regions in Europe or a well-functioning city culture, or (oppositional) part cultures aimed at the sanitation of the whole, this striving for autonomy cannot to be put down to traditionalistic bulkheading or scepticism towards innovation. Rather the opposite is the case, it actually gains its tools in the international exchange of experience. From this angle, globalisation also provides the instruments to soften the blow of its own deficits. This has been the case since the beginning of modernism.The national romantic trends of around 1900 tried to forge cross-border alliances. 
This, however, occurred under the emblem of nationalistic obstinacy: as we know today, an attitude that contributed little to the long-term functioning of regional, self-determined or largely self-sufficient cultures. On the contrary, especially those urban or rural regional cultures which we today admire for their architecture (such as Vorarlberg, London, Catalonia or Ticino) have always developed their innovations from the combination of a homegrown local building tradition and elements carefully chosen from supraregional trends, which were applicable and useful in and for their own culture, and could thus contribute to social progress. This requires critical editing of what will be transferred from world affairs in and onto the local realm. Global changes are the sum of many local developments.

Objectives

In this sense the programme critically discusses a series of architectural regions that today enjoy the special attention of the international architectural community. We are not looking for romantic rebels, but instead building cultures with sustainable effect that have proven to work in practice, striving for positive alterations on the site of their intervention rather than in abstract international theoretical discussion. Such well-functioning “local” architectural systems can be found in both rural and urban regions; architectural quality is not a question of location but of attitude and production conditions. 

The event series consists of six presentations, each given by a practising architect and an accompanying theorist. The aim is it to garner valuable information about the working techniques of quality-oriented architectural systems that interpret the world as their starting-point and the location as the aim. Chaired discussions will convey concrete comparabilities and comprehensible techniques, with the chief aim of creating some practical use for planners. At the end of the series of events, the results will be published by the HdA's own publishing firm.
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